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Accordingly, the topic of mosques in Germany has been tackled either by focusing on 

the conflict’s social and political segments, or by underling its urban and architectural 

challenges. However, none of the previous studies did approach the topic of mosques in 

Germany from an interdisciplinary sociopolitical and architectural perspective. Furthermore, 

the preceding researches investigated the issue of “mosques in Germany”, but never did 

they address the possibility of conceptualizing a “German Mosque”. The shortage in covering 

the last two aspects is the gap which the dissertation attempts to cover.  

 

1.3 Target Group  

1. One Main Target Group 

The dissertation engages mainly with the Islamic communities in Germany, 

especially the one seeking more interaction and integration in society. It aims at 

upgrading Muslims’ understanding of the mosque’s meaning in Germany. That is 

to let Muslims think about a newborn mosque generation which suits their actual 

condition as “German Muslims” - not anymore as mere “Muslims in Germany”. 

  

2. Two Secondary Target Groups 

- The first includes architects and researchers, who are interested in 

investigating the issue of mosques in Germany; that is to encourage 

reflecting, examining and assessing the feasibility of practically 

realizing the German mosque’s idea. 

 

- The second is the German authorities, as they are in charge for giving 

construction approvals. The research tries to direct these authorities to 

maybe reevaluate their criteria, which have led to approve several 

mosques in Germany; but never to approving “German Mosques”.  

 

1.4 Objectives  

1. Short-Term objectives 

Main Objectives: 

- Theoretically proposing the notion of the “German mosque”, as a 

mosque suiting the German context  

- Rethinking the mosque’s meaning in Germany, due to the Islamic 

principles of  “openness” and human brotherhood  

- Upgrading Muslims’ understanding of the mosque in Germany  

Minor Objective: 

- Using an interdisciplinary approach to achieve the “German Mosque” 
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2. Long-Term objectives 

- Reducing the conflict of building mosques in Germany 

- Engaging the mosque to widen Muslims’ contribution in society  

- Using the mosque for enhancing Muslim’s integration in Germany 

- Involving the mosque in advancing coexistence in Germany  

1.5 Questions  

1. Main Question:  

- Is it possible to conceptualize a “German Mosque”? 

2. Sub-Questions: 

- Why a concept for a “German Mosque” is needed? 

- How to achieve conceptualizing the notion of the “German Mosque”? 

- What is the “German Mosque”? 

 

1.6 Methodology  

  Reasoning Approach  

The thesis mainly quests the feasibility of conceptualizing the German mosque. 

Therefore it proposes three sub-questions. The first investigates the necessity of having the 

idea of the “German mosque”. The second explores the ways leading to achieve this idea. 

The last tries to describe the nature of the proposed German mosque.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consequently the PhD is a constructive research, because it tries to find a solution for 

a problem; that is the dilemma of conceptualizing the “German Mosque”. Moreover, the 

research takes a deductive approach, since it attempts to prove the feasibility of formulating 

the “German Mosque”; that is via affirming the below hypothesis.    

 

Hypothesis 

Apart from its architecture and denotation, if the mosque’s connotation is responsible 

for creating the mosque’s meaning, then it is via pointing the mosque’s connotative 

dimension towards the whole German society that the mosque’s meaning will be modified 

from being a “mosque in Germany” to be a “German Mosque”. 

Figure Ch-Introduction/01: Reasoning Approach 

(O.F) 
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Theory 

The hypothesis admits the mosque’s architectural physicality, but simultaneously 

underlines its metaphysical significations. Thus, the hypothesis approaches the mosque as a 

mosque-sign, which has objective architecture alongside with having subjective meanings.  

 

Accordingly, the thesis adheres to socio-semiotics, because the latter theory 

facilitates studying the mosque as sign. Also in considering the contextual conditions of 

Muslims in Germany, socio-semiotics allows analyzing the mosque-sign’s denotations, 

connotations, material objects, and morphological elements. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.7 Structure 

The dissertation has three main structural components: intro, body and conclusion. 

 

1. Intro: 

The intro is covered in the 1st and 2nd chapters. The 1st chapter outlines the 

dissertation’s scientific framework, while the 2nd addresses the dissertations’ Islamic and 

theoretical starting points. Therefore the 2nd chapter is divided to two subsections. 

-  The primary emphasizes the Islamic principle of “openness” towards humanity 

and knowledge.  

- The subsequent explains the theory of socio-semiotics, and addresses its 

three crucial segments: context, denotation and connotation – these are the 

main parts of the dissertation’s body.  

 

2. Body: 

- Context: 

This part investigates the historical development of Muslims and Islam in 

Germany. It is carried out in the 3rd and 4th chapters. The 3rd focuses on Muslims’ 

circumstances in Germany. It researches not only the actual amount of Muslims in 

Germany, but also the challenges facing them - particularly in terms of integration, 

discrimination and oppression. Yet, the 4th reviews the German-Islam relationship, 

especially with regard to discovering this relation’s roots of enmity and amity. 

Accordingly, both chapters unveil the historical and societal contexts which affect the 

current dilemma of building mosques in Germany.  

Figure Ch-Introduction/02:  The Formula of Socio-Semiotics 

(Gottdiener, 1995, p.28) 
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- Denotation: 

The denotation-part will be discussed in the dissertation’s 5th chapter. Based 

on Samer Akkach’s mystical approach, the study will reassess the value of symbolism 

in the Islamic geometry and architecture. Moreover, thanks to studying the Ka’ba, the 

chapter will examine the symbolic systems which are embedded in mosques. The 

chapter explores to what extent the mosque could convey religious denotations. 

  

- Connotation: 

The connotation part will be covered in the 6th and 7th chapters. Unlike the 

denotation sector, the connotation one studies the non-religious significations of the 

mosque. For this reason the 6th chapter historically reviews the mosques’ non-

religious roles in Islamic countries since the prophet’s time. Yet the 7th tackles the 

same issue, but in the non-Islamic diaspora - including Germany. Thanks to the 6th 

and 7th chapters, the mosques’ non-religious connotations and functions will be 

revealed, especially with regard to the mosque’s involvement in expressing identity 

and in providing multi-functions.  

 

3. Conclusion: 

The conclusion is carried out in the 8th chapter. It summarizes all that has been 

discussed in the thesis. Then it underlines the chapters’ main finding, before coming up with 

the dissertation’s recommendations, statement, and suggestions for further research areas.   

 

1.8 Briefing and Limitations 

Theory and Structure in Brief: 

The proposed theory and structure respond to the thesis’ objectives and questions.  

 

- First, with regard to objectives: 

The theory of socio-semiotics allows studying the significations of the mosque as 

sign. Thus it facilitates addressing the notion of the “German Mosque” via interdisciplinary 

rethinking the meaning of the mosque-sign in Germany; that is to achieve the research 

objectives, especially by underling the values of openness and human brotherhood. 

 

- Second, with regard to questions: 

The 3rd and 4th chapters will investigate the historical and societal aspects which 

contextually impact the conflict of building mosques in Germany. That is in order to find out 

the reasons which make discovering a conception for the “German Mosque” necessary – as 

respond to “why”, the dissertation’s 1st sub-question.  
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Yet the 2nd and 3rd sub-questions, which are about “how” and “what”, they are 

considered via studying the mosque’s religious denotations in chapter 5; and via 

investigating the mosque’s non-religious connotations in the 6th and 7th chapters. It is due to 

the fact that the hypothesis proposes rethinking and modifying the mosque’s meaning 

through adjusting its denotative and connotative level of significations. 

 

Last but not least, thanks to the aforementioned theory and structure, the dissertation 

should finally confirm the feasibility of conceptualizing the “German mosque”; that is in 

respond to the dissertation’s main question.  

 

Limitations 

- The dissertation is about mosques. However, the traditional religious scope of 

mosques and prayers will not be explained. Instead, the core Islamic 

principles of openness towards knowledge and humankind will be underlined; 

that is to progressively upgrade Muslims’ perception of mosques in Germany. 

 

- The research takes a hypothetical orientation. It confirms the feasibility of 

composing the notion of the “German Mosque” from a theoretical perspective. 

Thus, a practical confirmation is out of the research objectives. 

 

- Thanks to the dissertation’s interdisciplinarity, the mosque’s conflict in 

Germany will be tackled by generally considering its sociopolitical and 

architectural dimensions. That is to understand the conflict’s overall discourses 

in Germany. However, the dissertation will not exclusively focus on each of 

these dimensions, as it is unfeasible due to the dissertation’s timeframe. 

 

- The dissertation theorizes the notion of the “German Mosque” by considering 

many disciplines: architecture, history, linguistics, sociology and Islamic 

studies. Thus multi disciplinary literatures were needed. However, because of 

the unavailability or the complexity of getting some of these references, 

especially the Arabic ones, online and secondary sources have been used. 

 

- In the 6th chapter the thesis investigates the mosque’s non-religious 

connotations in Islamic countries. However, the mosque’s connotations during 

the Arab Spring were not covered, due to literature shortages in that regard. 
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